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Taking JMU Nation lo a new era
Everett Withers brings 26 years of coaching expertise to
the JMU gridiron coMPILEo sv JMu ATHLEncs

E

verett Withers, a 26-year coaching veteran, has taken over as
the sixth head football coach in
JMU history. Withers comes to
the Shenandoah Valley from Ohio State
Universiry, where he served as assistant
head coach, co-defensive coordinator
and safeties coach for the past two years.
During his time with the Buckeyes, he
was a part of a school-record 24-game win
streak and a 24-2 overall record. In 2012,
OSU compiled a perfect 12-0 record and
finished No. 3 in the national rankings,
only the sixth unbeaten/untied season in
school history, as Ohio State ranked second in the Big Ten with 14 interceptions
and all four starting defensive backs earned
All-Big Ten Conference recognition.
During his career, Withers has split time
between the collegiate and professional
coaching ranks, having worked in the NCM
Division I level for 19 years and in the
National Football League for seven seasons.
Withers' collegiate coaching resume includes
11 years as a defensive coordinator with a
vast majority of his time - 17 seasons spent also coaching the defensive backfield.
Prior to accepting his position with
Ohio State in December 20 12, Withers

spent four years at the University of North
Carolina. He was promoted to interim
head coach at the school in July 2011
and he led the Tar Heels to a 7-6 overall
record and to a berth in the Independence
Bowl against Missouri. During the collegiate part of his coaching career, Withers
has spent time at Minnesota, Texas, Louisville, Southern Mississippi, Tulane and
Austin Peay.
In the NFL, Withers spent six years
(2001-06) as a defensive backs coach with
the Tennessee Titans and then-head coach
Jeff Fisher, who is now the leader of the
St. Louis Rams. In his tenure in Nashville,
Withers was part of the 2002 AFC South
Championship and two playoff berths in
2002 and 2003.
A native of Charlotte, N.C., Withers
attended Appalachian State University and
was a four-year lettetwinner as a defensive
back. He served as team captain in 1984.
Withers and his wife, Kara, have a daughter, Tia, and a son, Pierce. ffl

-+ SEE MORE PHOTOS from Withers'
press conference, see the coach on
WHSV-TV3's "All Access Video," and
learn more about the upcoming season
at JMUSports.com.

New head football
coach Everett
Withers introduced
the new season
in April with the
first-ever Student
Appreciation Day.
Students met the
players, tried on
pads and helmets,
toured the locker
rooms, and met
Withers and his
coaching staff.
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